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Celebration Time
at KS4 Achievements Evening!
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The start of the academic year 
felt very different this year 

with no scaffolding, no dust and no 
building noise going on! Instead 
we have all enjoyed our newly 
refurbished learning and work 
spaces and students continue 
to enjoy the newly landscaped 
outdoor spaces. We were 
delighted that our £3.8 million 
building project has gained 
national recognition. 

In November the project leaders 
were presented with the award 
for ‘value’ at a prestigious 
Construction Industry award 
ceremony in London. It is great 
news that Maidenhill has won 
such a high national accolade.

Students have risen to the 
challenges of the new academic 
year with ever higher expectations 
being placed upon them. Students 
are expected to improve their work 
using a green pen to add detail, 
make grammatical and spelling 
corrections or re-write sentences 
and paragraphs following feedback 
from their teachers. In so doing 

Head Teacher’s Update Achievement Evening
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Major Prize Winners
Performing Arts Award

Stephanie Bagnall

Governors’ Special Award 
Lauren Davies

Support Teachers’ 
Special Award
Ethan Williams

Teachers’ Special Award
Tiegan Bingham Roberts

Humanities Award
Bethany Graham

Tom Moore Trophy
Nathan Marks, Emily Chandler

Progress Award
Jake Williams

Headteachers’ Special Award 
Ellie Martin

Congratulations to the following 
students who achieved  A* or A grades:

Sharna Ali Khan
Ashwin Anthony

Ellie Ayres
Stephanie Bagnall

Craig Buckland
Emily Chandler
Melissa Damsell

Billy Danter
Lauren Davies
Jamie Deane

Hannah Dickson
Thomas Dyer
Jamie Gough

Bethany Graham
Amy Harcourt
Bradley Harris
Kira Howard

Danielle Jones
Tyler Law

Oliver Loveridge
Shane Luff

Nathan Marks
James Mead

Tom Millin
Harry Nutter

Sophie Probert
Victoria Pye

Rebecca Smith
Owen Tyror-Taylor

Ethan Williams
Jake Williams

Daniel Woodcock
Kelvin Woods

Harriet Wright
Special congratulations to Tiegan 

Bingham-Roberts, Poppy Knight and 
Ellie Martin who all achieved 8+ 

A* or A grades.

Results

they learn how they can achieve 
higher levels or grades. Our huge 
number of visitors on our Open 
Evening and Open Mornings 
commented on the positive ethos 
in the school and the positive 
relationships between staff 
and students.

Beyond the classroom our students 
have been excelling too. Our sports 
teams have been reaping the 
benefits of their commitment and 
hard work and we are all following 
Billy’s mission to make the Para-
Olympics in 2016. Billy is working 
hard to balance the pressures 
of year 11 with a tough training 
schedule in table tennis. We wish 
him well in his quest. We now 
have our very own outdoor table 
tennis table generously provided 
by Maidenhill Friends on the back 
of their recent Quiz evening and 
other fundraising. As always the 
choir performed brilliantly at the 
Stonehouse Goodwill on Saturday 
29th November. Their enthusiasm 
and talent was clear for all to see 
and of course hear!



The bird’s chest is 
like glimmering gold.

Frogs stand still whilst the sun 
beams down on their shiny skin.
Autumn leaves fall from the sky.

Trees bowing to the beetles below.
Cat’s meow at the blinding sun.
Gold is expensive, gold is bright, 

gold is nature.

by Ben Vickers
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Kier Award

We were absolutely delighted 
to hear that the Maidenhill 

Project had won the national 
Constructing Excellence Award 
for Value at a prestigious event 
and presentation at the Tower Hill 
Hotel, London. 

It is a fitting end to an exciting 
18 month project for Maidenhill. 
Getting the most we could from 
the £3.8 million was always our 
focus and the end result is stunning 

both inside and out. We now have 
classrooms that are fit for purpose 
and by clever reconfiguration of 
internal areas, great new spaces 
have been created and are enjoyed 
by all. The Learning Hub, new 
library, the state of the art computer 
suites and conference room are all 
fabulous additions, whilst retaining 
the ‘heart of our school’. Externally 
we have had a complete facelift 
and Maidenhill now has a modern, 
stylish and professional look which is 
complemented by new landscaping, 
providing a great outdoor social 
space for students. Kier and their 
partners should be commended for 
the way that they worked with us 
throughout the project, listening to 
our ideas and vision, and creating a 
school that students, staff, parents 
and the wider community can be 
justifiably proud of.

I was chosen for a part in ‘Cider 
with Rosie’ through the Pauline 

Quirke Academy Drama School 
that I attend at the weekend at St 
Matthew’s School in Cainscross. 
I was very excited to be chosen. 
I am playing the part of a student 
in a school and have to have my 
hair and make-up done and get to 
dress up in clothes that I wouldn’t 
normally wear.

I have been playing alongside 
Jessica Hynes who plays Cheryl in 
the Royal Family and other actors 
from Downton Abbey.

The scenes are set up in Miserden 
and the film will be shown on the 
BBC next year around Easter time.

Kara Woodward -  9HDK

Cider with Rosie

Gold To celebrate National Poetry Day this year, 
students across the school were given the 
opportunity to travel in the realms of gold 
with a new challenge in collaboration with 
The Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace. 

The competition, run by The Young Poet’s 
Network, gave students the opportunity 
to discuss and talk about some stunning 
pieces from the Gold exhibition currently 
running at the gallery. Students were then 
given the challenge of writing about this 
precious metal in the form of a poem.  
It was a fantastic opportunity for the 
students to be creative and express what 
the precious metal meant to them. 

I was delighted when I received an email 
to say, Ben Vickers, a year 7 student had 
won the competition! He impressed the 
judges with the way he used language and 
structure to link the colour gold, to nature 
– ending his poem with a list of three that 
was very powerful. Ben has been recognised 
by being published on the Young Poet’s 
Network website but also on the ‘Royal 
Collection’ website. Alongside this, he 
has prizes on their way, straight from 
the gallery itself!

Miss Kedward
Ben, 11, was chosen as one of the winners of the 
Gold challenge.

During term 6, tutor groups 
randomly selected a country from 
those participating in the football 
world cup and from this they had 
a set period of time to complete a 
display based on this country.
Each display was judged on the 
presentation, creativity and content. 
The winners were Doverow - DHH, 
Frocester -FCM, Rodborough - 
RHB, Haresfield - HDK
The overall winners were 
Rodborough - RHB. DHH selected 
the winners of the world cup.

Football World Cup 
display competition
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When I was told I had to find 
the people with the same 

colour sticker as me, I was very 
nervous. I didn’t speak to them 
much until we were asked to 
co-operate and figure out what skills 
we would need to make the tower.

We started talking about strategies 
and then we decided to roll up some 
newspaper making it bigger at the 
bottom and thinner further up. 
As the tower got higher in the air, 
it started tilting and was beginning 
to fall so we made our base like a 
nest. We put the rolled paper at 
the bottom in a nest of screwed 
up newspaper. Then we started 
building around the base.

All the other teams had “OK” 
towers, but two were higher than 
ours. We got a bit worried but I 
didn’t mind if we lost; it was just a 
bit of fun!

Finally, when the winners were 
being announced, we got really 
nervous. Then suddenly the other 
two towers fell down. So my team 
won! We all cheered, well except 
the losing teams.

Amber Iles - 7FCM

Newspaper Tower
Challenge

During our time at Mini Chefs 
we made 5 different foods 

over four sessions with Miss Fry. 
First we made chutney, which tasted 
great with cheese on crackers. 
On the second week we made 
different flavoured bread rolls, on 
the third session we made pizza 

Mini Chefs

Gardening Club

Gardening club started at 
Easter and it was held on a 

Thursday with Mr Burns and Ms 
Bingham during lunchtime.

The growing season was successful 
and we profited by £11 from the 
produce.  We grew an abundance of 
salad and vegetables, for example, 
potatoes, herbs, carrots, radishes, 
tomatoes and peas which the staff 
enjoyed buying!

We are looking for more volunteers 
to join the club.

Charlie Knight  - 8REW

and were able to choose our own 
toppings and on the last week 
we made blueberry muffins and 
fishcakes. The muffins and pizza 
were my favourite because they 
were so much fun to make and 
tasted great. I would without a 
doubt join Mini Chefs again.

Paige Shirreff - 7FCN

I think Mini Chefs has been 
awesome because we have 

made some really delicious food 
for example chutney, bread, pizza, 
fishcakes and blueberry muffins.  
I have really enjoyed my 4 weeks 
and hope to go again!

Florian Rosch-Iles - 7FMS
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First day - getting to know others in Year 7

During November year 
8 students took part in 

Stonehouse based firm, Dairy 
Crest’s competition to design a new 
flavour of Frijj milkshake.  Teams 
needed to decide on the target 
audience, the flavour of FRijj they 

Royal Milkshake! would like to make and the shape and 
design of the bottle. 
The competition involved 350 pupils 
from over 25 schools across the Five 
Valleys.  Kate Hurn, Amie Radford, 
Katie Everitt and Imogen Louks 
designed a Black Forest Gateau 
flavour milkshake which was chosen 
as the best in school by Dairy Crest.  
On Monday 24th November the 
girls attended the Stroud Festival 
of Manufacturing and Engineering 
along with the other finalists.  They 
were delighted to be announced as 
the winners of the competition in the 
whole area and were presented with 
their award by HRH Prince Charles 
who even got to taste their creation 
for himself!
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SPORT
Netball officiating
Molly Cremins achieved a 
level 1 award in netball umpiring. 
She has been umpiring for the 
year 7 and 8 teams and her 
confidence and knowledge of 
netball has gone from strength 
to strength. This officiating 
qualification will go towards 
Molly’s GCSE PE grade.

Nathan Marks
Nathan Marks, who left Maidenhill 
after his GCSEs, is now playing 
for Swindon Town Football Club 
on a two year football Academy 
Scholarship. He is carrying on his 
education at Swindon College 
studying Level 3 NVQ Achieving 
Excellence in Sports Performance.

Cross country trials 
at Sir William Romney’s 
School
The following students performed 
well at the trials:

Year 7
Ellie Luff and Jake Tombs.  
Jake achieved 15th place and we 
are waiting to hear if he will progress 
to the county trials. 

Year 8
Fatima Benchikh and Jack Twinning

Year 10
Ryan Hurn, Bailey Crowther, 
Bradley Loveridge, Jordan Marks, 
Thomas Dalby

Year 11
Sam Askew

We are very proud of their 
achievements as the majority of 
students competed against students 
in the year above them, making the 
competition very challenging.

Netball
Once again the year 8 netball 
team have started the season 
strongly with a win against 
Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School 
and Archway showing how well 
the team work together. Year 9 
also defeated Archway in their 
most recent fixture.

Year 10 and 11 basketball
Every lunch time and Thursday 
evening the year 10 and 11 
basketball team attend training. 
The boys are extremely dedicated 
and are eager to win lots of fixtures. 
The boys’ performance against
All Saints Academy was extremely 
good for their first game of the 
season.

Year 7 Rugby Sevens 
Competition
Well done to the year 7 rugby team 
who competed in the Stroud schools  
tournament on Saturday 8th November 
at Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School.  
As you can see we all got extremely 
wet and cold. Everyone involved played 
extremely well, losing by one try to 
the Hosts, Katharine Lady Berkeley’s, 
beating Marling (B) by 10 points and drawing their final game with Farmors 
5-5.  All the boys and parents should be commended for their efforts on such 
a wet day.
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During the summer term 
Maidenhill school was proud 

to host the first Stonehouse Art of 
Science event, which formed part of 
the Stonehouse Arts festival.

Past and present triple science 
students offered their support and 
led an array of exciting hands-on 
experiments for local primary 
students and Maidenhill year 8 
students. Activities were also 
provided by staff and students 
from the Shrubberies, the local 
community and Park Infants and 
Juniors. It was a very busy and 
fun-filled morning, with some very 
impressive scientific discussions 
from our scientists of the future. 
The event was enjoyed by everyone 
and we would like to extend our 
thanks to everyone involved for 
making the event such a success. 

Stonehouse Art of 
Science Festival

STEM Speed Dating
On Wednesday 15th October, year 10 students were invited to a 

careers event with an emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). The event was carried out in a speed dating style, 
allowing students to move between representatives from engineering 
careers. Students were able to discuss career options to get advice on career 
choices and further education.

@Bristol

At the end of term 6, a group of 
year 9s and 10s went to 

@Bristol. First we got involved in 
an experiment which involved gel 
electrophoresis of DNA. We had to 
use micro-pipettes to inject DNA 
into a special jelly. About half an 
hour later we could see through the 
jelly, using a UV light to compare the 
DNA and find the criminal. Next we 
looked around the whole of @Bristol 
and made some creative things. 
My favourite thing was a room on 
a slope, it felt really weird. 

Megan Ford & Leanne Sinclair - 

10FKS
Open Evening

We were delighted that so 
many students from across 

all year groups were willing to give 
up their evening to help promote 
Science within Maidenhill school. 
The students provided an array of 
hands-on experiments and showed 
their expertise to the visitors, 
who were full of praise for our 
enthusiastic scientists. 
Many thanks to all involved.
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I am Ryan Mould and recently I became a member of the School 
Council.  Every year we have an election within our communities 

(Doverow, Rodborough, Frocester and Haresfield) to decide who 
should join the council. After you have made a “grand speech”, every 
student in your community gets a ballot paper to vote for who 
they want on the council. To do this, you put a cross in a box next 
to the name of the person that you want for your school council 
representative.  Then the student elected is announced.

When you are in a school council meeting you have a debate 
over which events could happen and what will improve the school. 
The good thing about the council is that you always get your point 
across and everyone listens regardless of whether you are wrong 
or right.

Ryan Mould - 8FCM

Term 1 and 2 have been 
extremely busy for year 9 and 

year 11 students, who are not only 
concentrating on their studies, but 
have been considering their options 
and making plans for their next 
steps and future careers. I have had 
the pleasure of working with these 
year groups at Maidenhill School 
and meeting parents and carers 
during the Post 16 and Choices 
evenings. 

Year 11s have taken part in a session 
to help them reflect on how they 
make decisions, looking at what 
their options are after year 11 and 
what to consider when choosing 
what or where to study or to take 
up an apprenticeship. They have 
also had the opportunity to use the 
Apprenticeships website to look at 
some of the vacancies available.  
This has been followed up with a 
careers interview with each student 
to discuss their individual options 
and ideas and to identify other 
opportunities or to extend their 
plans further.

Careers 
Guidance
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During November, all year 9s took 
part in a “How to choose your KS4 
options” lesson with me, they have 
used a career software programme 
called Kudos during Learning for 
Life to research jobs which might be 
of interest to them.  Year 9 students 
attended the Ambitions Event at 
Stratford Park and took part in 
5 interactive workshops of their 
choice and found out about a range 
of careers within those career areas.

There are a number of new careers 
books and a list of careers websites 
in the library for students to read 
and use for research or to gain 
inspiration.  We are also planning to 
create a careers area on the school 
MLE over the coming months.

I will be working with the year 8 and 
10 students later in the year.

Kim Harris

School Council

Kim Harris, Careers Advisor



Do you have a spare room and are available to be a host 
family for a project taking place at Maidenhill School?
Friday 13th - Friday 20th March

•	 Students	are between	15-16	(2	girls	or	2	boys	per	family)
•	 The	students	will	be	attending	school	from	9am	-	5pm	and	will	spend	
•	 free	time	with	their	host	families	on	Sunday.
•	 £357	for	7	nights	for	two	students	will	be	paid	as	expenses.
•	 Requirements	for	host	families:	having	at	least	two	bathrooms	and	two	

spare	beds	for	the	Japanese	students	(They	may	share	a	room).
•	 An	educational,	fun	and	rewarding	experience	for	the	whole	family.
For	more	information,	please	get	in	touch:	Masano	Hedges	(Educational	
coordinator	for	Cotswolds	Wind	Academy)	23	Bath	Road,	Stonehouse,	Glos	
GL10	2JD		|	01453	822586	|	07789	325197		|		mikmasano@aol.com

Maidenhill	School,		Kings	Road,	Stonehouse,	Gloucestershire,	GL10	2HA											Tel:		01453	822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

Maidenhill Friends

TERM 3

Monday 5th January Start	of	Term	3

Monday 12th January Year	11	Leavers’	Photographs

Monday 12th January 4.30pm	–	7.00pm	Year	10	Parents’	Evening

Thursday 22nd January 6.00pm	–	7.00pm	Year	7	Numeracy	Evening

Tuesday 3rd February 7.00pm	Maidenhill	Friends’	Meeting

Thursday 5th February 4.30pm	–	7.00pm	Year	8	Parents’	Evening

Friday 13th February Non-uniform	day	for	Polio	organised	by Rotary	Club

Friday 13th February End	of	Term	3

TERM 4

Monday 23rd February Start	of	Term	4

Thursday 26th February 6.00pm	–	7.00pm	Year	8	and	Year	9	
	 Helping	your	child	with	Maths

Tuesday 24th March 4.30pm	–	7.00pm	Year	9	Parents’	Evening	
	 (Core	subjects	only)

Friday 27th March Y8	and	Y9	Paris	Visit

Friday 27th March End of Term 4

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Come and enjoy your local 
sports centre prior to the 
festive period and have a 

guilt free Christmas!  

Work out in the air 
conditioned gym or let 

our instructors motivate 
you, at one of our exercise 

classes.

New Direct Debit gym 
membership being 

launched in January.

CENTRE OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC: 

Mon-Fri 
6-10pm
Sunday 

10am-2pm
www.stroud.gov.uk/

sportscentres 

Tel: 01453 824366 
(during opening hours) 

An	outdoor	table	tennis	table	has	been	set	up	in	the	school	grounds	

through	funds	raised	by	the	Friends.		

A	very	successful	Quiz	night	took	place	in	October	and	Maidenhill	Friends	

provided	refreshments	and	a	raffle	for	the	Christmas	Concert.	They	also	

supported	the	school	in	Stonehouse	Goodwill	Evening.

Next Meeting – 7pm, Tuesday 3rd February.  All welcome
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